
New- Memb err 
Alabamense James & Diana Hayden Lake Michigan Laura Felt 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard M. Cobb 90 Spruce Pond Dr Tere Cole-Long 1403 Fifth Ave W 
3600 8th Street East Strafford, NH 03884 Holden Arboretum Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35404 9500 Sperry Road 
Al Hight Kirtland, OH 44094-5172 Anne Guelker 

At Large 5100 Gorham Avenue RR1 - Box 1771 
Alma Buffkin Wilmington, NC 28409 Oconee Winona, MO 68588 
117 Lee Dr. Connie Cottingham 

Leland, NC 28451-7603 Margaret Riddle Russ PO Box 969 Charles Harris 
230 Pinecrest Drive, Apt. 12 Watkinsville, GA 30677 33 Beni Dr. 

Valerie A. DeSanti Fayetteville, NC 28305 Asheville, NC 28806 
8602 Hammock Dunes Drive Rev. John Drayton 

Wilmington, NC 28411-8301 Suzanne Thatcher Ernest Koone III Nick Presnell 
1704 Signature Place 705 Wright Rd 1235-E East Blvd #146 

Five Oaks Nursery Wilmington, NC 28405 Pine Mountain, GA 31822 Charlotte, NC 28203 
2120 Old Winter Park Rd 
Wilmington, NC 28405 The Transplanted Garden Vaseyi Bob Smart 

502 S. 16th Street Laura Brown 1 Approach Rd 
Louis Fratello Wilmington, NC 28401 286 Mountain Dale Rd Asheville, NC 28803 

950 Route 9W South Vilas, NC 28692 
Upper Grandview, NY 10960 H. Les Turlington Ann and Jim Wetmore 

2025 Oleander Drive Bill and Jane Duke 5515 Pinnacle Church Rd 
Auburn and Ron Harris Wilmington, NC 28403 101 Citation Lane Morganton, NC 28655 
1018 Plantation Drive Gastonia, NC 28056 

Panama City, FL 32404 

2013 Azalea Society of America Distinguished Service 
Award Recipient: Jim Thornton 

The Distinguished Service Award was presented to Jim Thornton in recognition of his 
many contributions to the Azalea Society of America. His love for azaleas and sharing of 
his knowledge has truly advanced ASA and has enhanced the appreciation of azaleas for 
many people. Serving as a board member and president of both the national society and 
the Oconee Chapter, coordinating two annual conventions, and working diligently to 
develop and implement our research foundation, Jim has truly been an exceptional asset 
to our society. 

His response to ASA follows: 

Looking back, I am sure that I didn't make much of an impression in accepting 
the award bestowed on me at the convention but I was completely taken by surprise. I had no 
idea it was coming. Maybe I was in shock! Please believe me, I was so humbled my being selected by my peers for this award! 

When I joined the society years ago little did I know that I was embarking on a journey at both the local and national level that 
would last this long and provide such an ongoing learning experience. 

I tried to assist in making the society an organization we would all be proud of and one which would help enlist new members. Above 
all though, Patsy and I have enjoyed establishing very dear lifelong friendships with folks from all across the country! 

Please don't take this as my "swan song" for I will always, as long as I can, be a humble servant to the Azalea Society of America! 

Thank you again for the Distinguished Service Award' Jim, 
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